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of the wonders of Soviet achievement. It is arranged with the
usual artistic and psychological insight that one has come to
expect in Soviet museums, and it also displays high scientific
attainment. Here the learned professor and the illiterate mother
can both receive help on pre-natal and post-natal questions.
The country is rapidly being covered with a network of
cr&ches. It seemed to me that wherever I went there were new
creches in Moscow. They are financed in three ways: completely
supported by the Commissariat of Health; partly supported
by the Commissariat and partly by factories, clubs, housing
associations, State and collective farms, and entirely supported
by the latter. Those I visited in 1934—and they were many—
showed a marked improvement in every respect over conditions
in 1932. Obvious political propaganda was almost wholly
eliminated. There was much greater attention paid to beauty,
and the staffs were better qualified. There is a great drive for
beauty in the life of the children. The creche attached to the
Museum of Mother and Child, in Moscow, was almost over-
whelming in its beauty. The play-room for crawlers is a large
haJL In the centre is a pond with goldfish. Surrounding this were
masses of the most gaily coloured flowers. Large balls of gorgeous
hues were suspended from various contrivances. Pictures, toys,
the exquisite cleanliness, all combined to make an indelible
impression of a joyous atmosphere.
All the newer creches are run more or less on the same lines,
and, in describing one of the latest type, I will be describing
what will be general within a few years. This was a new creche,
barely finished, in a workers' district, maintained by the factory
for the service of whose workers it has been built. Architecturally
it is well planned. The rooms are very large and lofty, admitting
the maximum of light. Each age-group has its own entrance,
its own receiving-room, bathroom, chute down which to send
soiled linen, and small kitchen for the preparation of light food.
Eadb room has a veranda where the children sleep summer and
winter, in the latter case in sleeping-bags. There is a large
Mtdiea, where tibe chief meals are prepared, as well as a laundry.

